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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

10 September 2026 

Africa to Showcase Investable Tourism and Film Destinations at TIFA 2026 in 
New Orleans 

24–27 September 2026 | The Public Market at South Shore Harbor, New Orleans, Louisiana, USA 

NEW ORLEANS, La. — The Tourism Investment Forum Africa (TIFA) 2026 – Americas Edition will take place from 
September 24–27, 2026 in New Orleans, on the fringes of the International Arts Festival, one of the city's premier cultural 
showcases. As TIFA expands its global footprint with its inaugural North American edition, the 2026 Forum is dedicated to 
profiling and promoting African destinations as investable tourism and film locations, strengthening Africa's visibility, 
competitiveness, and access to capital in the United States and broader global markets. 

TIFA has emerged as one of Africa's foremost platforms for investment promotion, project visibility, and sector-driven 
collaboration across tourism, hospitality, creative industries, real estate, infrastructure, and business events. Rooted in the 
philosophy of “a global platform for local action,” the Forum provides African destinations with a structured environment to 
showcase investment opportunities and engage investors. 

The 2026 edition is delivered in partnership with the International Arts Foundation and the City of New Orleans, ensuring 
African delegates benefit from enhanced access, visibility, and operational support, including VIP access to sanctioned 
festival events, coordinated logistics, and amplified public-relations exposure. This collaboration positions African 
destinations at the centre of a world-class cultural, investment, and trade-promotion platform. 

Strengthening Africa–U.S. Investment and Cultural Corridors 

TIFA 2026 will convene senior government officials, destination marketing organisations, film commissions, investors, 
development finance institutions, real-estate developers, and cultural-industry leaders. The Forum aims to deepen trade, 
investment, and cultural-economy collaboration between Africa and the United States, leveraging New Orleans' global 
reputation as a cultural capital with strong African heritage. 

Delegations will represent a diverse range of African countries actively positioning themselves as competitive tourism and 
film investment destinations, including South Africa, Kenya, Ghana, Rwanda, Namibia, Botswana, and Mauritius. These 
destinations will showcase investment opportunities across their visitor and cultural economy sectors, highlighting a strong 
pipeline of market-ready projects in tourism, hospitality, and the creative industries. 

A Homecoming for New Orleans 

The four-day programme places New Orleans' own cultural and economic leadership at the centre of the Forum. Deputy 
Mayor Renee Lapeyrolerie, Deputy Mayor of External Affairs for the City of New Orleans, delivers the welcome address 
and opening ceremony. Local voices on the programme include Kathy Schulz, Senior Vice President of Communications 
and Public Relations at New Orleans & Company; Carroll Morton, Director of the Film Office at the New Orleans Office of 
Economic Development; Adonis Rose, Founder and Managing Director of the New Orleans Jazz Institute; Oscar Rainey, 
President of the Zulu Social Aid & Pleasure Club; and Dr Clyde C. Robertson, Associate Professor and Director at Southern 
University at New Orleans — alongside Lebron Joseph of WGNO-TV's Good Morning New Orleans and iHeart Media's 
WYLD-FM as a session moderator. 

Key Focus Sectors 

The Forum will spotlight Africa's most dynamic investment sectors by showcasing opportunities across tourism and 
hospitality, meetings and business events (MICE), real estate and precinct development, film and television production, 
travel technology, heritage assets, and enabling infrastructure. Together, these sectors demonstrate Africa's readiness to 
attract investors, production houses, and strategic partners through investment-ready destinations, mixed-use precincts, 
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film-friendly locations, catalytic property developments, digital tourism innovations, and competitive business-events 
capabilities. 

Leadership Commentary 

Mr Ernest Kelly 

Chairperson, International Arts Foundation 

“The International Arts Festival is proud to host TIFA 2026 on its fringes. Africa's cultural and natural assets are 
extraordinary, and this forum provides a powerful platform to translate those assets into investment, production 
opportunities, and long-term economic growth.” 

Mr Frederick “Wood” Delahoussaye 

Director, Mayor's Office of Cultural Economy, New Orleans 

“New Orleans has deep cultural ties to Africa, and we are honoured to welcome TIFA 2026. Our Sister City relationship with 
Durban, South Africa, further strengthens this partnership, as both cities share a strong reputation as vibrant tourism 
destinations and competitive film locations. This alignment makes for a natural and powerful collaboration, reinforcing our 
shared commitment to cultural diplomacy, creative-sector development, and positioning New Orleans as a global hub for 
film, music, and tourism innovation.” 

Mr Miller Matola 

CEO, Millvest Advisory & Convenor of TIFA 

“TIFA 2026 is designed to elevate African destinations in the U.S. market by showcasing them as investable, competitive, 
and ready for partnership. New Orleans offers the perfect environment for this engagement — culturally rich, globally 
connected, and committed to visitor and creative-economy growth.” 

About the International Arts Festival 

The International Arts Festival attracts delegates from over 15 countries, providing a platform for cultural exchange, 
investment dialogue, and long-term economic collaboration. Its global reach reinforces TIFA's objectives of partnership 
development and expanded engagement across the cultural and visitor economies. 

About the Tourism Investment Forum Africa (TIFA) 

TIFA is a pan-African platform for investment promotion, project visibility, and sector-driven collaboration across tourism, 
hospitality, creative industries, real estate, infrastructure, and business events. Previous editions were held in the Northern 
Cape (2023), Cape Town (2024), and Richards Bay, KwaZulu-Natal (2025). The 2026 Americas Edition in New Orleans is 
TIFA's first outside Africa. 

About Millvest Advisory 

Millvest Advisory is a South African strategic advisory firm specialising in tourism, hospitality, business events, investment 
facilitation, and destination competitiveness. Through its Business Events Division, the company has delivered high-level 
international investment conferences, trade missions and strategic events. Millvest is the founding organiser of the Tourism 
Investment Forum Africa. 

Media and Partnership Enquiries 

Dianna Martin | Marketing and partnerships & Media Relations | TIFA dianna@millvest.co.za +27 834555061  
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